
KS3 Assessment Steps – Geography Expected Progression Y8 

Steps Enquiry Skills Location & Place Human & Physical Processes 

12 • Carry out personalised geographical 

investigations independently at different 

scales (local, national, global)  

 

• Evaluate sources of evidence critically 

and present coherent arguments and 

effective, accurate and well-substantiated 

conclusions 

• Uses an extensive variety of locational 

knowledge to anticipate the potential causes, 

consequences and significance of events, 

making links between the local, national and 

global level 

• Consider and evaluate future options for 

the sustained management of our planet 

11  
 

 

Reflecting critically on knowledge gained 

and able to use this with different 

locations  

 

 
Uses detailed locational knowledge to 

analyse the impact that global events have at 

a local, national and global level  

 

 
Explain complex interactions within and 

between physical and human processes and 

show how these interactions help change 

places and environments  

 

10  
Reflecting critically on fieldwork data, 

methods used and conclusions drawn  

 

fieldwork  

 

 
Analysing the impact that global events 

have at a local, national and global level  

 

 
Explain causes and consequences and 

explain how the interaction between people 

and environments can result in complex and 

unintended changes  

 

9 Number:  

ed conclusions from 

numerical data  

 

summaries from fieldwork transcripts and 

data  

 

 
Explain the significance of connections 

between physical and human locations  

 

 
Make predictions, linking knowledge of 

processes to detailed place-based 

exemplars at a variety of scales  

 



given fieldwork question  

 

8 Graphs:  

different types of graphs and charts  

 

detail using data  

 

 
Explain connections between areas at the 

local, national and global level  

 

detail and with named examples  

 

 
Link knowledge of processes to local, 

national and global exemplars to make 

comparisons and draw conclusions  

 

between HIC, LIC and MICs  

 

7 Number:  

and collect data  

 

aerial photos and images  

 

respond to questions  

 

techniques and methods used in fieldwork, 

including observation and different kinds 

of measurement  

 

 
Describe connections between areas at the 

local, national and global level, eg: 

infrastructure, trade  

 

 
Describe how physical and human 

processes can lead to environments 

differing around the world  

 

  

 

6 Cartography:  

 

 

Cartography:  

and spot height on OS maps and other 

isoline maps  

 

• Describe physical and human features in 

more detailed terms 

 

 

 
Describes human and physical processes, 

using examples and key terms, eg: ‘erosion’ 

and ‘plates subducted’  

 



 

fieldwork investigation  

 

5 Graphs:  

 a range of 

appropriate graphs and charts  

 

Cartography:  

and distance  

 

globes)  

 

questions  

 

• Describe physical and human features in 

clear terms 

 

• Knowledge of the location of different 

counties in the UK.  

 

 
 

 

 
Can describe a range of human and 

physical processes but with a lack of key 

terminology, eg: wears away instead of 

hydraulic  

 

4 Graphs: 

Can extract data from graphs/charts and 

give detailed reasons for the data. 

Investigate: 

Make basic observations and ask basic 

questions (WWWWH) 

 

• Describe physical and human features in 

basic terms 

 

• Knowledge of the location of different 

countries and the continents 

• Observe physical and human changes and 

make statements about these 

3 Graphs  

Can extract data from graphs/charts and 

give some reasons for the data.  

• Simple locational knowledge about the UK’s 

location in the world 

Observe a range of both human and 

physical features and make statements 

about them. 

2 Graphs  

Can read data from graphs/charts  

• Simple locational knowledge about town and 

countries in the UK 

Observe a number of Geographical 

features and make statements about them. 

1 Graphs 

Can identify some info from basic 

graphs/charts 

• Simple locational knowledge about the local 

area, eg: location of school, house, etc 

Observe basic Geographical features and 

make brief statements about them. 

AP3 = Step 7 AP3 = Step 8 AP3 = Step 9 



AP2 = Step 6 AP2 = Step 8 AP2 = Step 8 

AP1 = Step 6 AP1 = Step 7 AP1 = Step 7 

AP1 = Step 7 AP3 = Step 7 AP3 = Step 7 

AP2 = Step 6 AP2 = Step 6 AP2 = Step 6 

AP1 = Step 5 AP1 = Step 5 AP1 = Step 6 

AP3 = Step 4 AP3 = Step 5 AP3 = Step 6 

AP2 = Step 4 AP2 = Step 4 AP2= Step 5 

AP1 = Step 3 AP1 = Step 4 AP1 = Step 4 

 

 


