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Programme 

• Welcome         

• Our aim for all our young people 

• Achievement and Exams    

• Getting The Most From Mathematics in Year 8     

• Getting The Most From English in Year 8 

• Getting The Most From Science in Year 8   

• Supporting Your Child In Year 8    



Our Mission... 
Jesus Christ is our family role model 

Opening our hearts and minds to dream the impossible and achieve  
      beyond our wildest imagination. 

Everybody is valued, nurtured and respected. 

Young and old will journey together to build God’s Kingdom. 

Striving for academic excellence and celebrating success in all we do. 

 



“Do not be conformed by the patterns of 
this world”  Romans 12:2 

 
Change the culture – be history makers 



Mission Prayer  

Lord 

Open our hearts and minds to dream the impossible and achieve               
     beyond our wildest imagination. 

As parents, carers, teachers and students journey together help 
us to reach academic excellence and celebrate success in all we 
do. 

Amen. 

 



Changing Landscape 
Progress 8 
 
Reformed GCSEs 
• More challenging 
• Increased number of written exams at the end of Year 11 
• New 1-9 grades (second year) 
• No Controlled Assessments 
 
Sixth form entry requirements 
 
High Prior Attainment 

 



What does each grade in the new system 
mean? 
• 9 – top half of A* 
• 8 – bottom half of A*/ top third of A 
• 7 – A 
• 6 – mid to high B 
• 5 – top C to low B 
• 4 – mid to low C 
• 3 –D 
• 2 –E /higher F 
• 1 – mid to low F and G. 
• U - unclassified 

 



Think about future pathways! 

• A levels ….grade 6 
 

• Standard Passes in English and Maths – re-sit implications. 
 

 



Our aim is to encourage all our young people 
is to become learners that are: 



An Aspirational Curriculum 
School needs to challenge all our learners to reach their 

full potential. 

At home you need to challenge your 
child to reach their full potential.  



 

RE     Maths     English         MFL 

History/Geography  2 Sciences    Core PE 

A choice from specialist subjects 

An Aspirational Curriculum 

Pathways   
• Green Pathway as above        70% 

• Blue Pathway MFL as a Specialist Subject        25% 

• Orange Pathway 1 less Specialist Subject           5% 

 

 



How will you stand out from the crowd? 

 



Linear Exams- reality check 

 



Tools to help teachers, students and parents 
understand how much progress is being made and 
what needs to be done to improve progress 
• Target Setting 

• Reports home 

• Progression Scales 



How do we set targets? 

Fischer Family Trust generates estimates in the form of probabilities 
based on the actual performance of students nationally with similar 
starting points. 

 

The Primary Key Stage 2 score is used to determine the starting point 
and then calculate and end point. 



How will we monitor and support students? 

Your child has been given a target grade in every subject and are also put on a 
pathway which maps out which skills they should be able to achieve to achieve that 
minimum target (blue, orange and purple) 

 

Their work is assessed against their target grade taking into account their 
classwork, homework and assessments. 

 

They are given opportunities to refine and improve their work in response to 
teacher feedback. 

 

Additional support in the form of intervention will be provided to help your child 
achieve their target.  Period 6 will become compulsory for some students. 



Keeping Parents Informed 

• Three reports home in Year 8. 

 



Report 

 



 



Keeping Parents Informed 

• Three reports home in Year 8 

 

• Progression Scales 

 

 



 



Indicative grades for each subject 

 



Finding progression scales 

 



 



Keeping Parents Informed 

• Three reports home in Year 8 

 

• Progression Scales 

 

• Parents Evening 14th March 2019 

 



Getting the most from Maths 



Support  
RAG sheets in books at the start of 
each assessment cycle – acts as 
revision list with associated MW clip 
and step  
 
Filled in after each assessment and 
skills gaps identified and ‘fixed’  
 
Everyone will know exactly where 
their own gaps are and will be given 
support to help them 



Support  

 

 

 
•Corbettmaths  
https://corbettmaths.co
m/  
 
•Maths Genie  
https://www.mathsgeni
e.co.uk/  
 
•Times table tests 
regularly at home  

https://corbettmaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/


Getting the most from English in Year 8 



English in Year 8 

• Completely refreshed the curriculum. 

 

• Students will read a range of challenging texts (differentiated 
according to need). This includes Frankenstein and Great Expectations. 

 

• The curriculum is designed to create resilient learners who 
can think independently. It also aims to develop of love of literature. 

 

• It is not just a watered down GCSE course. It is wide and varied 
but all the GCSE skills are being taught across the two years. 



Year eight 

You will cover a range of texts and master a variety 
of skills throughout the year. 



Ways you can help 

• Encourage your son or daughter to read widely (both fiction 
and non-fiction). 

 

• Discuss articles/news items/current affairs with them.  

 

• Highlight interesting non-fiction articles. 

 

• Encourage them to read for pleasure. 



Success in Science 



Assessment Information 

Tests will take 
place at the end of 
every 2 units 

• This supports pupils in recalling information 
from previous topics.  

• Skills will  be transferrable from topic to topic. 
• Revision resources will be available on epraise 

before the test 

Each unit will have an 
assessed piece of 
work used to 
demonstrated to show 
progress 

• Assessments will be more open-ended than end of unit 
tests 

• Assessments will be focused on skills as well as content 



Core Practicals 

GCSE exams have required practicals so this has been replicated in our Year 7 
and Year 8 curriculum.  
 
Each unit will have at least one required practical, which will allow your child 
to develop their investigation and analysis skills.  



Lesson Preparation 

 
 

10 % of the marks in the biology exam are maths questions 
20% of the marks in the chemistry exam are maths questions 
30% of the marks in the physics exams are maths questions 

Students need to be able to measure angles 
and use a protractor to draw vector diagrams.  

As well as the basics: pens, pencils, rubber, ruler  
Pupils need to have: 

Their own calculator 

A protractor 



Science Progress 

  
 

Ask questions… if you are interested, this will help develop your 
knowledge 
 
Work hard to answer the exam questions in class – these are to 
support you in preparing for your GCSE exams  
 
Carry out the experiments carefully and concisely, ensure you 
understand why you are completing the practical 
 
Most importantly…. Enjoy Science!  



Be(e) intentional  



 

University of Warwickshire 



Where does GCSE success come from? 

 

‘We’re in this  
together’ 



Groupings in Year 7 and 8 
School needs to challenge all our learners to reach their 

full potential. 

Highest attainers in both Maths and English 
are taught together in a stretch group.   

Maths groups based on Maths KS2 data. 

English groups based on English KS2 data. 

Other subjects in Form groups . 

Technology in smaller groups. 

Set 3 here = Set 1 in most other schools. 

Reviewed each term based on progress.  



How can parents and carers support their 
child? 

 

• Encourage a ‘Can do’ attitude. Give 
them the belief that anything is possible. 

• Promote 100% attendance and 
punctuality 

• Promote independent organisational 
skills – stationery, books and equipment 

• Diet and nutrition – water, 
carbohydrates for energy! 

• Promote a positive attitude to school – 

Get involved with Bucket List activities and 
Lunch Activities. 



Attendance Matters 



Why does attendance matter? 

• Students miss out on social interaction with friends  

• Development of life skills - colleges and employers 
will ask about wider interests  

• Missing school = missing out 

• Not missing lessons = not missing learning 

• Difficult to catch up on lost learning 

• Academic attainment will be compromised.   



Device curfew! 
The use of 
smartphones near 
to bedtime is linked 
to difficulty in 
sleeping, and low 
quality sleep. In 
young people this 
can lead to lower 
concentration 
levels, memory and 
a lower immune 
system. 



 



11-12 years of age 

Approximately 
9-10 hours sleep 
is needed 
 
9pm – 7am 



What if my child is underachieving? 



What if my child is underachieving? 

• Contact school – myself as Head of Year 8, Subject Teachers, Heads of 
Department, Pastoral Support staff. 

Vital that you…… 



What to do if you are worried… 

• Tell your child to speak to their form tutor. 

• Call into school to speak to form tutor/subject teacher. 

• Speak/visit to Student Support Manager x3. 

• Speak/visit to HoD/HoY 

 

Please Don’t.. 
• Post problem on social media/believe everything you read on social media/press. 

• Assume that you have the whole story. 

 
Remember… 
We are all on the same side and will achieve better outcomes together.  

 

 



We are born resilient …let’s not train it out of 
our young people.   



 



Were in it together. 

 


