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PSA Meeting Minutes & Actions 
Monday 22nd January 2018 

 
1. Opening Prayer 
Mr T McCabe opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

2. Present 
F Bolton, N Ghosh, M Green, R Heys, T Jowett, S Lamplugh-Wood, T McCabe, A Moore, 

J Mosley, H Musa, R Rana, V Sherrington, A Taylor.  

Apologies 
P Jones, A O’Brien, M Angelica 

 

3. Election of PSA Officers 
The following roles were agreed: 

 Treasurer:  Rebecca Heys 

 Secretary:  Mick Green 

 Chair:   Rajeshree Rana 

 Vice-Chair:  Andrea Taylor 
 
Future elections will take place in January. This will provide new PSA members with an 
opportunity to understand how the PSA works prior to deciding if they would like to 
put themselves forward for one of the roles. 
 

4. Update from the Christmas Fair 
A Moore provided an update. The total profit was £3872.23. The total collected was 

£4756.20, with £477.87 paid out and a further £406.10 yet to pay.  

It was noted that although the grand raffle was the largest single contributor to the 
total, the total raised from the raffle was lower than in previous years. Ideas to 
consider next year include: 

 Sell tickets online. 

 Select certain prizes to raffle individually. 

 Members to aim to collect gifts for the lucky dip bin throughout the year, 
particularly gifts for boys.  
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With the addition of amount raised at the Christmas Fair, the current bank balance 
stands at £13,700, though it was acknowledged that this figure includes some 
unclaimed funding bids, £500 allocated to the rewards scheme, and £600 allocated to 
the year 11 end-of-year books.  
Action: Review the raffle suggestions prior to the 2018 Christmas Fair. 
 

5. Funding situation for St Joseph’s  
As St Joseph’s is the second worst funded school in Bolton, the PSA need to consider 

alternative solutions to the Council and Diocese funding routes. Two areas were 

considered: 

a) Sponsorship 

There is an opportunity to create stronger industry links, particularly regarding 

establishing career links and contextualising learning. There is currently a link with 

Seddons, and PSA members are asked to consider other potential links. Possibilities 

discussed include establishing links with food manufacturers such as Carrs and 

Greenhalghs, considering the well-known names located at Middlebrook (such as AXA, 

RBS, and Scan), and considering companies with a strong social conscience. This could 

be sold as being a sponsored makeover. When approaching potential corporate 

sponsors, it will be beneficial to illustrate the mutual benefits for the school and the 

company. Ideas will be considered during the next meeting and a co-ordinated 

approach will be devised.  

Actions: 

 PSA members to consider potential sponsors and feedback during the next 

meeting. 

 A Moore to share the approach used when Seddons were initially contacted. 

 R Heys to determine if her husband has any potential links via his insolvency work. 

 

b) School Doctor 

A new name could be considered for this though the idea is to invite people into St 

Joseph’s to improve the school aesthetically. Examples discussed were redesigning a 

corridor area, painting a classroom, or planting shrubs. Methods of engaging with 

potential volunteers were discussed, for instance communicating a monthly request 

for assistance, via social media and/or a newsletter, aimed at parents and children. 

Additionally, the Thornleigh design function was discussed and the PSA need to 

consider if there is the potential to adopt a similar approach within St Joseph’s. As an 
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example, initial investment in a large printer may provide a revenue-generating 

opportunity over a significant period of time.  

Action: PSA members to consider how best to take forward this idea and feedback 

during the next meeting. 

 

6. New process proposal – staff bids for funding 
A school wish-list exists, detailing potential purchases which would greatly improve 

the learning experience of pupils. Examples discussed included PCs and a Cubase 

upgrade to enhance music learning, and a bank of school laptops / iPads. It was 

acknowledged that PSA funds could contribute toward such purchases, whilst the 

potential to seek contributions from local businesses was also discussed. The potential 

to hold a networking event within the school, bringing together local businesses to 

illustrate what we believe is possible, was suggested. 

Actions: 

 T McCabe to share the IT wish-list. 

 PSA members to review, consider options, and feedback within the next meeting. 

 

7. Discussion & preparations for Irish Night 

The event will take place on Friday 9th March from 7.30pm – 11pm. The evening will 

be a Ceilidh celebration and Castle Moor Ceilidh Band have been booked to perform. 

Tickets will be produced in-house, the bar will stock a range of drinks (including 

alcoholic), and a potato pie and peas supper will be provided within the cost of the 

ticket. Tickets will cost £5 for adults and £2.50 for children. All children must be 

accompanied by an adult. The fee for the band is £500. It was noted that advertising 

in local parishes could prove fruitful when selling the tickets. 

Actions: 

 R Rana to arrange the licence. 

 A Moore to arrange the bar and the potato pie supper from Carrs. 

 F Bolton to design tickets. 

 T McCabe to ask students to design the poster. 

 Event planning to be the focal point of the next PSA meeting. 
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8. Discussion on future events 

Deferred as there was no time to discuss within this meeting. 

Action: Ensure this is discussed within a subsequent meeting. 

 

9. A.O.B. 

PSA communication: it was agreed that a PSA WhatsApp group will be an appropriate 

method of keeping in touch, sharing ideas etc. Mobile numbers were submitted. 

Action: M Green to set up the group. 

 

10. Date of next meeting 

Monday 5th February. 6pm. Primarily an event planning meeting for the Irish Night. 


